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Assembly. By an overwhelming majority it
approved his conduct, and confirmed that he had
acted within the authority granted to him by the
Kirk. This was a further cause of grievance with
the queen, and in March 1564 Knox again drew
forth her wrath by contracting a marriage with
Margaret Stewart, a girl of sixteen. The queen's
objection was not on account of the age of the
bride - Knox was now in his sixtieth year - but
because Margaret Stewart was related to the royal
house, and Mary could not bear that the detested
Knox should be a relative, however distant.
Knox made several tours in the country during
1564, and was alarmed at the tepidness which
was shown in some parts to the reformed religion.
His personal influence was., however, still as great
as ever in Edinburgh. It had need to be, for
Mary was waiting for a chance to pounce upon
him. She felt more sure of her power5 and
planned to bring back the exiled Catholic priests
and abolish Protestantism. In the spring of 1564
had come her surprising marriage with her
cousin, Lord Darnley3 recently arrived from
France. Darnley attended mass, but he also
sometimes appeared at the Kirk, and he was
present at St. Giles when Knox made reference to
idolatrous women whose husbands could not keep
them in order. Darnley regarded the remarks as
an insult to himself and the queen, and Knox
was summoned before the council and forbidden